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Instruction will surely be an important but not a decisive
element. What is more important here is the criticism, the
creativeness of the masses themselves; for science and art have
only in some of their parts a general human importance. They
suffer radical changes with every far-reaching class upheaval.
Throughout Russia, particularly among the city labourers but
also among the peasants, a powerful wave of cultural educational
movement has arisen; workers' and soldiers' organisations of this
kind are multiplying rapidly. To meet them, to lend them
support, to clear the road before them, is the first task of a revolu-
tionary and popular Government in the domain of democratic
education.                          From a Manifesto, November 1918.
There are certain fundamental types of sick individualists of
this talented world of people who have turned their backs on
society. No! What was necessary was not to turn one's back
on society, but to find within it the granite, the electrified metal,
capable of bringing about a revolution in its very organism. And
Gorky gradually, but early, began to understand the revolutionary
and constructive role of the proletariat. It was a revelation
for him. And he sings a hymn to his discovery, a hymn to
the mighty camp of Revolution, a magnificent hymn, in his
Mother.
And then there is his Confession, which is often attacked for
its fundamental theme, which is that of a talented young peasant
who goes in search of God, and becomes convinced that there
is no God and cannot be one. But the world did not grow
dim for him because he found no God; life did not appear
sombre; for in place of God he had found man, and FACTORY
man in particular. The factory lights the country with its
dawn, the factory offers that which will lead man out of his
blind-alley.
In one of his latest excellent articles, Comrade Bucharin,
borrowing a term from Kirilov, one of the oldest Proletarian
writers, talks of the Iron Messiah.
It is this Iron Messiah, with its massiveness, its collectivity,
its organisation, with its revolutionary temperament and the
force of its national, penetrating, and healthy energy, which
roused Gorky's enthusiasm, and compelled him, the last of those
prophets who only foretold the Revolution and the first great